
Open Letter to Dmitri Lascaris 

November 19, 2020 

RE: Spreading Misinformation and Your Unwelcome 
Interventions into Iranian-Canadian Politics and Affairs	

Mr. Lascaris,  

My name is Soushiant Zanganehpour. I am one of the nine candidates from the Change and Revival 
campaign that you refer to you in your emails.  We learned of your email from a whistleblower. The content 
of your email was dishonest, disrespectful, and filled with falsehood.

I’m writing to clarify the misinformation you’ve been told about me and my colleagues from the existing 
leadership of the Iranian Canadian Congress (ICC) and clarify our motivations for running for the Board of 
Directors of the ICC. 

I categorically deny any relations with B’nai Brith, the MEK or having supported policies calling for 
sanctions, war or any form of aggression towards my home country, Iran.

I've been a community organizer for over 13 years and my political life is quite public.

As a journalist, lawyer, and a working professional seeking the leadership position of one of Canada’s most 
respected political parties, I would have expected more due diligence from you regarding the verification of 
the authenticity of the information you were provided before propagating such falsehoods further. Doing so 
you may in fact have realized that we share some similar values including the pursuit of social justice, 
peace, and the right to self-determination (as I wish you would allow our community to exercise).

Clarifying Misinformation
I am a resident of Vancouver and Canada has been my home since the age of 5.  My professional 
background spans policy making, management consulting, and entrepreneurship.  

I have never supported policies of the MEK, Trump and will never support any organization provoking or 
threatening war against Iran. My 8 other colleagues running for the BOD of the ICC share similar values.  

My career began as a policy analyst covering the motivations and implications of Iran's nuclear program. 
The program I managed provided objective, fact-based analysis on our findings, regularly advising the 
Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, and engaging in track 2 dialogue with partners such as the 
Carnegie, Ploughshares, etc. in order to further our understanding and analysis.  

My views against economic sanctions and against military or foreign intervention in Iran's democratic 
process are well documented.  Broad economic sanctions are a blunt and ineffective tool for behaviour 
change and they hurt the people of Iran disproportionately. I am against them.  I am also a strong 
proponent for the Iran nuclear deal and have publicly denounced Prime Minister Harper's decision to 
cease diplomatic relations with Iran.  

As a community organizer, I hosted public events allowing equal opportunities to those for and against the 
Iranian regime to provide their perspective. I hosted Dr. Shirin Ebadi (Iran's Human Rights Noble Laureate), 
and Akbar Ganji (a famous human rights dissident journalist) to share their views on Iran's human rights 
record and path to democratization. I even went as far as organising exchanges between former Senior 
Iranian officials and international diplomats and Iran experts (such as Dr. Maurice Copithorne,  human 

"  | "1 7



Open Letter to Dmitri Lascaris 

rights advocate, former Canadian diplomat in Iran and special UN-Envoy to Iran (1995-2002)) to challenge 
the conventional logic of the official supporting Iran's nuclear development and their human rights record. 

The campaign my colleagues and I belong to is a broad social movement that has attracted a multitude of 
voices spanning from various ideologies in our community.  The individuals mentioned in the attachment 
that you shared have not been involved in shaping our campaign in any shape or form,, and have no 
material influence on our decision making as a BOD.  

Let me be clear - We are a group of 9 independent, politically and ideologically diverse candidates that 
approach this role as an important part of our civic duty.  Despite our differences, we are aligned in 
principles. We are against war and violence, we defend Iran's sovereignty and will raise our 
voice against any threats of violence against our country and its people.

A Different Set of Priorities
We are running for the privilege of becoming Board Members of the ICC because we believe the ICC's 
main goals should be to defend the interests of Iranian Canadians in Canada and work on matters that 
concern them more immediately. Knowing the scarcity of the resources of the ICC and its limited ability to 
significantly influence foreign policy positions, we believe that those resources can be better used to enrich 
the lives of Canadians of Iranian descent here in Canada by the creation of programs such as  civic 
capacity building and education, advocating for equitable accreditation standards so Iranian-Canadians 
can gain equal recognition and access relevant economic opportunities for the hard-earned skills and 
education they bring to this country, consolidating resources so Iranian newcomers can accelerate their 
integration and advancement here in Canada,  building mentorship programs to help foster skills transfer 
and stronger bonds between our youth and working professionals. We intend to foster job and internship 
placement opportunities to facilitate greater exposure for our Youth to Canada's economic, social and 
political spheres as well as establishing a task force to evaluate specific needs of our seniors to assess 
how we can provide them a better quality of life here in Canada.  Most importantly, if any Iranian-
Canadians continue to experience discrimination (as some did via the bank account closures), we will raise 
our voice against these and demand accountability and social justice as seriously as other items in our 
platform.  

These activities are surely not be as emotionally sensational and sexy as “fighting the injustice of 
imperialists foreign governments” as you and your colleagues seem quite concerned about, but these 
issues are of enormous priority to our community and are existing barriers to the community's mobility and 
advancement in the social, economic and political fabric of life here in Canada.  

The current board, and by extension the new set of candidates endorsed and supported by it, disagree 
with our views. They believe that advocating for the removal of sanctions and other highly controversial 
and sensitive issues represent the totality of the Iranian Canadians' concerns and priorities.  

We know that there is a lack of consensus about these priorities in our community. The current board's 
has repeatedly demonstrated  either an inability or unwillingness to represent this diversity in a manner that 
is fair and balanced. Their track record of one-sided and one-dimensional advocacy has fueled suspicions 
about their motivations, exacerbating mistrust, and increasing the levels of polarization and toxicity in our 
environment for debate. Their behaviour is professional dishonest and an abuse of their power.  

This pattern of professional dishonesty is again reflected in their unethical actions this week - 
they would rather spread misinformation about those that disagree with their viewpoints than 
engage in a honest discourse about our differences in priorities.  
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The threat of broad economic sanctions is an issue of concern to many members of the ICC and our 
broader community, however, as fair and balanced professionals, we must be honest in reflecting the 
strongly opposing viewpoints that also exist on what must be done. As professionals, we must refrain from 
advocating for a narrow interpretation of the communities' interest when we know this fuels division and 
discord. We must prioritize our activities to support our broader goals of increasing the strength, solidarity, 
and cohesion of the community as a whole. 

To ensure abuse of power is minimized and professional dishonesty can't manifest as easily as it has over 
the years, one of our campaigns most important pillars is to restructure and revise the bylaws and 
constitution of the organization to introduce stronger checks and balance mechanisms to reduce the 
power of the BOD. Some of these measures include an Independent financial supervisory committee, an 
independent operational ombudsman or supervisory committee, and a strong and diverse advisory 
committee along with guarantees that the BOD must hear their advice on strategic directions. 

We want to rebuild this organization so the BOD is much more accountable to its members, where BOD 
cannot dictate their ideas and manufacture consent for them without approval of its members, its auditors, 
and its advisory board. This is not the case today. 

Your intervention + Invitation
The behaviour of this board demonstrates their moral and ethical bankruptcy and their 
desperation in trying to mobilize a group of outsiders to come to their defence. This is election 
meddling, pure and simple. 

The Solidarity and Peace Campaign’s silence and wilful neglect about this unethical behaviour reveals 
either their complicity in this tactic or their values of what they believe is an acceptable means to win an 
election. In fact, two of their candidates are active board members of the Iranian Canadian Congress and 
are directly complicit in this unethical behaviour. They should either be disqualified for re-running or, better 
yet, should muster up the moral courage to resign themselves for playing a part in this travesty. 

Our community’s affairs should be determined by our community alone. 

There is a democratic process underway to determine who is best suited to lead the community forward. 
We would appreciate it if you would let our community exercise its democratic rights and determine what 
is best for its needs without your intervention.  

If you wish to remain involved in our affairs, perhaps you can begin by correcting the misinformation you 
spread and share our message with your colleagues as well so everyone is better informed.  

If you or your colleagues would like to engage further, I would be happy to schedule a talk and discuss our 
positions vis-a-vis the issues that you care deeply about or facilitate a conversation with my other 
colleagues.  

You can read more about our platform and commitments here (https://changeicc.ca) 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Soushiant Zanganehpour 

Nominee for the Board of Directors of the Iranian Canadian Congress | Vancouver, Canada 
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Appendix 
Exhibit 1: Your Original Email Inviting your network to Intervene in the Iranian-Canadian 
Communities Affairs
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Exhibit 2: Email Responses to your Original Invitation to Intervene in the Iranian-Canadian 
Communities Affairs
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Exhibit 3: The Source of Misinformation from the Iranian Canadian Congress inviting you to  
come to their aid and intervene in the upcoming 2020 ICC AGM and Elections to influence 
Iranian-Canadian Communities Affairs
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